
Montana’s Commodity Checkoff Programs 
Background and Contact Information 

 
The purpose of all Montana’s commodity assessment or “checkoff” programs is to fund the development of key 
agricultural industries.  Each commodity is handled differently through law and rule and those differences are spelled out 
below. 
 
Should you have any general questions, please contact the Department of Agriculture at 406-444-3144 or agr@mt.gov.  
For commodity specific questions, please contact the offices described in the commodity’s section. 
 
Wheat and Barley 
 
The first commodity assessment program in Montana, the Wheat and Barley Research and Marketing Program is also the 
largest in the state.  An assessment of $.02 per bushel of wheat and $.03 per hundredweight of barley is collected on the 
first commercial sale of the crop grown, sold or stored in Montana.  This means that all wheat and barley grown in the 
state, no matter where it is sold, as well as those crops grown in neighboring states and provinces but sold or stored in 
Montana must be assessed.  The first purchaser of the grain is required to collect and return the assessment to the Wheat 
and Barley Committee within 20 days of purchase.  Producers that do not wish to participate in the assessment program 
may choose to request a refund of their assessment.  The request must be made from 30 days to 90 days of payment. 
For more information and forms, please contact: 
 
Montana Wheat and Barley Committee 
PO Box 3024 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
PH: 406-761-7732 
 
Pulse Crops 
 
Administrative Rules of Montana 4.6.403    Annual Pulse Crop Commodity Assessment-Collection 
(1) Section 80-11-516, MCA, charges the Montana Department of Agriculture with collecting the commodity 
(2) The assessment shall be 1% of the net receipts of pulse crops produced in Montana. 
(3) The assessment per 80-11-515, MCA, will occur at the time of first sale by a seller and must be collected by the first 
purchaser of the commodity from the seller. It shall occur at the time of each settlement for the commodity purchased or 
by invoice form provided by the Montana Department of Agriculture. 
 
MT Department of Agriculture 
Attn: Cid Sivils 
PO Box 200201 
Helena, MT 69620 
406-444-3640 
csivils@mt.gov 
 
Alfalfa Seed 
 
Montana Code Annotated Title 80-11-307. Assessment on alfalfa seed  
(1) There is hereby levied upon all alfalfa seed grown in this state and sold through commercial channels an assessment 
of 1/2 of 1% of the grower's price received at the point of first sale.  
(2) If it appears from an investigation that the revenue from the assessment levied under subsection (1) is inadequate to 
accomplish the purposes of this part, the committee shall file with the director of agriculture a report showing the necessity 
of the industry, extent of public convenience, interest, and necessity, and probable revenue from the additional 
assessment desired to be levied. The director of agriculture may thereupon increase the assessment to a sum not to 
exceed 1% of the grower's price received at the point of first sale. No increase may be made prior to filing of the report 
and recommendation by the committee. 
 
MT Department of Agriculture 
Attn: Cid Sivils 
PO Box 200201 
Helena, MT 69620 
406-444-3640 
csivils@mt.gov 
 
               


